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Book Reviews 



After Dinner Speeches and How to Make Them. By 
William Allen Wood. T. H. Flood & Co., 214 W. Madison St., 
Chicago, 111. 1914. pp. 384. $2.15. 

This volume should be of interest to lawyers. Not only is the 
profession liberally represented in the speakers selected by Mr. 
Wood as masters of the art, but many of the speeches printed in 
the collection illuminate phases of the law. The address of Mr. 
Choate at a dinner of the Chicago Bar Association upon "Our 
Profession — The Law", should alone entitle the volume to a place 
upon the shelves of the lawyer whose interest in his calling extends 
beyond its mechanical side. Unlike conversation, which De 
Quincey years ago thought was a dead art, after dinner speaking 
seems to be a very live one. Most of Mr. Wood's selections are 
from contemporaries. The speakers and subjects cover a wide 
field, from Mr. George Ade on the "Hoosier Abroad" to President 
Wilson on "Standards of Leadership". 

The number of diplomatists represented in the volume forces 
upon the curious reader's mind the intimate connection between 
diplomacy and dining. Lowell, Hay, Reid, Choate, Page, Parker, 
Van Dyke, Bryce, Jusserand, Root, Palmerston, who are all repre- 
sented in the present collection, — how much of that international 
public opinion, which in spite of the present European catastrophe, 
has such permanent importance in the civilized world and which is 
destined to have even more importance in the future, is the result 
pf the tact and social genius of these men, the great exemplars of 
this art. 

Mr. Wood's omissions are as significant as his inclusions. We 
look in vain for Webster or Gladstone, for Bryan or Lloyd George 
in this collection. For well-fed and self-satisfied audiences, their 
Strain is too heroic. 

University of California men, especially of the early nineties, 
will welcome the inclusion of Frank Norris' rhymed toast at a 
"Fiji" dinner. 

0. K. M. 

Where the People Rule, or the Initiative and Referen- 
dum, Direct Primary Law and the Recall in Use in the 
State of Oregon. By Gilbert L. Hedges. Bender-Moss Com- 
pany, 11 City Hall Ave., San Francisco, Cal. 1914. pp. vii, 214. 

This book will be found very serviceable. In Oregon it would 
seem to be of indispensable value. In other states, where these 
modern devices of popular government are in existence or their 



